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“Exploring Our Life-Maps Timeline” 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
It is good to be with all of you this morning, and, like all of us, I continue to look forward to the 
day when we can come together here in our church again. 
 
Here are 3 quick announcements before today’s reflection: as a reminder, daily Mass is 
available on this channel Monday through Thursday mornings at 8:30am.   
 
Also, for young children, there are 7 night prayer videos available here as well, each lasting 2 to 
3 minutes, along with the corresponding written prayers. 
 
And this coming Thursday night, I will offer a message here on this YouTube channel at 7:00pm, 
outlining for you when we will resume Mass here in church, what that will look like, and how 
that will happen.  This morning, we do not know the answer to that question, but we are 
confident that we will know something by Thursday. 
 
 
MOTHER’S DAY: 
 
On behalf of all of us, Happy Mother’s Day to all of our Moms out there. I called my Mom 
yesterday to tell her happy Mother’s Day, and she said, “son, that’s tomorrow.”  I said, “yeah, 
but this is the Mother’s Day Vigil Phone Call.”  If you are with your Mom today, do something 
special for her, something simple but meaningful.  If you are with your Mom right now, give her 
a hug.  Tell her you love her.  Some of you are experiencing another, and for some, a first 
Mother’s Day without your Moms.  Please know that you are in my prayers today especially. 
 
As we always to, I would like to ask a special blessing for all Mothers.  Normally, I would ask our 
Moms to stand.  Today, you may simply want to hold her hand.  Let us pray: 
 

Loving God,  
as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children,  
so you watch over your Church.  
Bless these women,  
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that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers.  
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  
Grant that we, their sons and daughters,  
may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
A couple of days ago, when I had come to the office in the morning, I did one of the things that I 
always do first.  I signed into my email account.  Only, this time, there was an email with a 
message that I had never received before.  It read, “Your Google Maps Timeline.”  I clicked on 
it and opened it and found the message, “this Timeline email is an automated summary of 
places you’ve been, which may be fewer this month due to the COVID-19 response in your 
area.”  If you have a GMAIL account, you probably received the same message. 
 
Along with the message, there was a tab that read, “CLICK HERE TO EXPLORE YOUR TIMELINE.”  
That then took me to a map, covered with little red dots.  Each dot, obviously, represented all 
of the places that I had driven (using MAPS) over the last 2 months.  There were several, which 
surprised me, because I have made an effort to venture out as little as possible.  But then I 
remembered that most of those dots represented the day when Mrs. Gardiner and Mrs. 
Favaloro and I drove to the homes of all of our eighth-graders to deliver their graduation yard 
signs.  Other than that, I’ve stayed pretty close to home during these days. 
 
 
BRIDGE: 
 
Still, it was a thought-provoking image, and it was also one that led me to do some serious 
reflection.  WHERE HAD MY LIFE GONE DURING THESE WEEKS?  (…my mind, my thoughts, my 
energy, my time…) Where had my attitude gone?  Had it continued to be positive, or had it 
tanked?  Early on, when the stay-at-home ordinance had gone into effect, I said to myself, “you 
know, if you don’t come out on the other side of this time healthier, then you only have 
yourself to blame.”  I have attempted to work on the exercise part of my life, keeping a fairly 
consistent work routine, and, more than anything, I wanted my prayer life to grow stronger.  I 
think, that, in these areas, I have done okay, but I can certainly do better.  All in all, I have 
wanted this to be a time during which I honestly ask myself the question, “are your priorities 
where and what they need to be?” 
 
 
SCRIPTURE TODAY: 
 
One of the common themes in our scripture readings today is exactly that, this notion of 
considering what priority have I given to my relationship with Christ: 
 

https://www.google.com/covid19?utm_source=Google-Maps-timeline&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=COVID-site-promo
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(PETER): “Come to him, a living stone…and, like living stones, let yourself be built into a spiritual 
house.” 
 
(JOHN): “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Have faith in God, and have faith in me.  For I am 
the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father, except through me.” 
 
 
APPLICATION: 
 
When we began this time of “staying at home,” we were also beginning the Season of Lent.  For 
most of us, this is probably a very distant memory.  Lent always invites us to look at ourselves 
and into ourselves.  This year, whether we like it or not, we have all probably been sort of 
forced to do this, because of the situation in which we’ve been. We have experienced “dryness” 
in many ways.  It is as if we were forced into the desert. 
 
I have found it, at times, peaceful, and I have found it, at times, to be tense and uncomfortable.  
Either way, I have found it to be an opportunity, an opportunity to consider how life is going.  
Maybe you have too. 
 
Borrowing from scripture, one way of looking it is to ask ourselves, “WHAT STONES MAKE UP 
THE FOUNDATION OF MY DAILY LIFE?”  Think about it.  Basically, this asks, within the network 
of relationships in my life (family, friends, work), within my personal goals and plans, and within 
the circle of the things that I struggle with and sometimes give into, WHAT PLACE DOES 
CHRIST, THE CORNERSTONE, HAVE?  There is no more important question.  You know it, and I 
know it. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
This day, this week, it might be good for us to “explore our timeline,” if we haven’t done so 
already.  If you and I woke up tomorrow and received an email summary, entitled something 
like, “Your Spiritual Life Timeline,” what would that look like?  Where exactly would the little 
red dots be, and how many of them would show us stopping along the way and having said, 
“okay, God.  This time is for you?” 


